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The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the study of phonetics with emphasis on
articulatory phonetics. It is also aimed at enabling students to recognize and produce speech
sounds correctly. A distinction between phonetics and phonology will be made. This distinction is
Course important since these are two different bur related fields. It is also aimed at helping students to
recognize and use prosodic features. These features help in helping students to discover how
language production is dynamic beyond the word level and also bring to fore an understanding of
how meaning is achieved by use of stress, tone and intonation. Broad and narrow transcriptions
(O[O RaP 0[ORY/eITe YW are different levels where broad does not give detailed information but narrow transcription gives
detailed information and hence making it clear how language users produce language in specific
contexts. Discovering phonemes and their variants is also given emphasis in this course.

Description

The following are the course objectives:
By the end of this course learners should be able to:
i. Identify the physical characteristics of the sounds used in human language and how these sounds are patterned in

Course Goals different languages
. . ii. Identify and produce speech sounds.
and Objectives iii. Carry out broad and narrow transcriptions as well as transform sounds from normal orthography to phonetic

A conventions and vice versa.
(ApprOXImatEIy iv. Articulate English sounds correctly.

100 WOFdS) v. Analyze speech patterns in English
vi. Recognize and use prosodic features appropriately during communication.

(The format: Title, Author/Editor, Publisher, Year of Publication)

English Phonetics and Phonology, Peter Roach, Cambridge University
Textbook Press, 2009.

Basics of phonetics and English phonology, Frank Lorenz
References

A course in Phonetics, Peter Ladefoged &Keith Johnson, Hacourt
Publishers, 2001.
A dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics, David Crystal, Blackwell, 2008.

Course
Requirements
and Grades




Weekly Schedule

Week Main Topics Keywords
1 Meaning of Phonetics and Phonology & Branches of ’ Plhft’“eﬁcsy Phct’,"o'ogg’t
phonetiCS articulatory, acoustic, auditory.
5 The speech process Initiation, phonation,
articulation, voice.
e Articulatory Phonetics: Place of articulation Articulatory organs
Articulatory organs: Manner of articulation Plosives, Nasals, Fricatives,
4 Approximants, Laterals, Taps
and Trills
Consonants Production of consonants,
5 description of consonants .
6 Vowels cardinal, monophthong,
diphthongs, triphthongs.
. Acoustic phonetics wave length,
transmission.
g Allophonic variations secondary articulation,
aspiration, devoicing.
Phonemes and allophones Minimal pairs,
9 complementary distribution.
10 Phonological processes : Assimilation Types of assimilation
n Phonological processes: Non-assimilatory processes Coalesence, epethensis,
elision, linking
1 Syllables Syllabic structure,
sonority sequencing,
e Stress Word stress,
compounds
Intonation Tonality, types of intonation,
14 functions of intonation
15

16
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