
Offline web apps
working with indexed db



So far, you’ve seen two extremes for client-side 
data storage. Web storage provides a simple 

key/value persistence model but lacks some of 
the features that are important when working 

with a database. The other extreme, Web SQL, 
provides many of the features associated with 
a fully functional relational database but brings 
with it all the manual work required for set- ting 
up and maintaining the persistence structure.  



• IndexedDB provides a compromise between the two 
alternatives. It’s a key/value database in which values 
can range from simple strings to complex object 
structures. To provide for fast retrieval and searching, it 
includes an easy way to create indexes for each of your 
object stores. Much like Web SQL, interfacing with the 
database is transaction-based and requires minimal 
effort.  

• Because the W3C announced that it will not continue 
development of the Web SQL specification, IndexedDB 
has gained even more support. Although it’s not yet 
supported by every major browser, it does have wider 
adoption than Web SQL. 



• To work with IndexedDB, you need to use methods 
that might contain browser - specific prefixes 
because of the continuing development of the 
specification. To make your examples cross 
browser–friendly, include the following x at the top 
of your scripts to avoid the need to put browser-
specific logic in each of your methods. All 
subsequent examples will be based on this code. 
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inserting a new keyword




