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Assessment and planning methods for Solid Waste 

Management (mostly organic) 
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Composting is probably the most well-known system for treatment of organic material. This 

topic describes various different systems that function on small or on large scale. Because of 

the importance of composting, the process is described in detail. 
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Since the principle of the biological process of co-composting is basically the same as that of 

composting, the influencing factors are also more or less identical. These factors are 

described here only insofar as they differ from those described above in the topics covered. 

 

Since the sludge added to the organic fraction of solid waste is likely to contain high 

concentrations of pathogens, special care should be taken to ensure that the end product is 

pathogen-free and therefore safe for use. A high temperature is the main prerequisite for 

killing pathogens. During composting a temperature of at least 50 °C should be sufficient, if 

maintained for a sufficient length of time (say, more than two days). Some heat-resistant 

pathogens, however, can survive even this temperature 

 

PS: The methods of co-composting are the same as those of composting mentioned above 

(backyard, neighborhood etc.) 
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