Lecture 6
Incorporating Corpus Linguistics in Materials Development

Outline:
· What is corpus? 
· Corpus software – Sketch engine
· Corpus Linguistics and Teaching
· Research in the area
· Designing ESP materials by using specialized Corpora
 1. What is corpus? Corpus is a collection of written or spoken texts/materials on a computer  allowing, through a software, to investigate a certain feature of language.
 Corpora – the plural form of corpus
2.Corpus software: Sketch engine  
Sketch engine – language corpus management and query system (text analysis software)
British National Corpus
· Word sketch
· Concordance
· Wordlist
· Thesaurus
3.Corpus Linguistics and Teaching
· frequency –how often a word/phrase is used
· concordance – a collection  of words with information where and how the words are used. (adj. phrase, prep. Phrase), use in a context 
· collocation – the use of two or more words together with natural sounding (tall man, high building)
· use 
· evidence-based language means choice – teacher can rely on evidences 
· observing register and style – the way language, grammar and vocabulary are used in particular situations
· discourse properties – language features in communication 
· Language awareness – how the language works
· Expected use of language – what is more common, what is less common
· Prioritizing certain language input over another
· Mistakes and errors –informs teachers of common issues to take measures
· Evaluation textbooks and Teaching materials
· Teaching the most useful and common
· Syllabus design – corpus analysis can help the process
“…corpus-based analysis is an ideal tool to re-evaluate the order of presentation of linguistic features in textbooks, and to make principled decisions about what to prioritize in textbook presentations.”
Barbieri and Eckhardt (2007)
4.Research in the area
· Corpus-informed materials development
· Comparison between textbooks’ input and corpora of naturally occurring language
· Adapting available teaching materials using corpus findings
· Identification of mismatches: any: positive -negative, unless –if not; reported speech –ignoring different situational varieties of language (e.g. casual conversation, academic writing, newspaper writing)
5.Designing ESP teaching materials using specialised corpora (reasons and advantages): 

· a limited number of classroom hours
· evidence-based rather than intuitive choices in decision making regarding teaching context
· access to a wealth of authentic examples of both written and spoken texts
· locally available teaching materials
· learning the most common language structures and vocabulary within a specific domain
· need to suit the employer’s expectations
· preparation for real-life language use
Conclusion
Corpus linguistics provides insight into language thereby contributing to the content instruction of language teaching pedagogy and affect the selection of what to teach, the sequencing of pedagogy, and the weight given to items or parts of the language being taught.
Teacher can create their own corpora and inform themselves of the most useful to be taught!!!
Publications in the area:
Biber & Reppen, 2002; 
Conrad, 1999;200; 
Carter & McCarthy, 1995; 
Frazier, 2003; 
Harwood, 2005; 
Lawson, 2001; 
Romer, 2010; 
Kennedy, 2002; 
Cullen &Kuo, 2007; 
Gouverneur, 2008; 
Nitta & Gardner, 2005
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Reflection task
Based on what you have learnt from this lecture, write a one-page reflection describing the difficulties and challenges you have encountered so far in selecting proper input for your teaching and write about how would you expect corpus linguistics to improve your teaching.
Question/Answer
· 1. What is corpus and corpora?
· 2. How can corpus linguistics help the teaching of English ?
· 3. What corpus software do you know?
A Practical Task
Open an account in sketchengine.co.uk and explore how it works and you can use there for you teaching and materials development.

