Lecture 9. Focusing on Visual Aspects of Teaching Materials.
The Outline
· The importance of visual element in teaching materials
· Advantages of visual aids
· Requirements for visuals 
· Criteria for evaluating visual aspects

Which of the following will appeal to a student more?
· Textual description of a chemical process
· A video or pictorial representation of that chemical process
A majority will learn better with the second option. It’s simply because visuals hold more appeal than plain text. Various studies show that learners respond to visual information faster as compared to text only materials. 
There are several advantages of visual aids:
1. They help store information longer. 
Images are simplest and the most effectively way to make sure that the information gets stored as a long-term memory. According to Dr. Lynell Burmark, an education consultant, our short-term memory processes words and can only retain about seven bits of information, whereas images are directly processed by our long-term memory, where they get indelibly etched.
2. Make communication quicker and simpler.
Information listed in bullets is no doubt simpler to process. But, that same information in the form of an image or video is processed even more quickly. As per the visual teaching alliance –
Of all the information transmitted to brain, 90% is visual
As opposed to text, visuals are processed 60,000x faster.
Humans are capable of getting the sense of a visual scene in less than 1/10th of a second
40 % of nerve fibres are linked to the retina.
Our brain can see images that last for only 13 milliseconds.
Human eye can register 36,000 visual messages every hour.
3. Aid Better Comprehension.
Visuals help learners grasp concepts easily by stimulating imagination and affecting their cognitive capabilities. Besides, the visual language is also known to have the potential to stretch ‘human bandwidth’ -which comprises absorbing, comprehending and analysing new information.
4.  Act as stimulator for emotions. 
Emotions and visual information are processed in the same part of the human brain. Visual stimuli and emotional response are linked in a simple way and these two together generate what we call memories. Hence, powerful images and visual metaphors create strong impression and lasting memories in learners. 
5. Drive Motivation.
Most of the students struggle with some of their subjects because they find them uninteresting and hence lack the motivation to put in the required efforts. Visuals are the best bet in such scenarios. Captivating images, engaging videos, interesting info graphics, etc. help learners fight the boredom and motivate them to do better.
6. Unsuitable visuals equals unhappy learners.
The positive aspects of visuals hold true when they are used appropriately. The quality and relevance of visuals matter a lot. If the visual aids are generic in nature and fail to explain the subject in a specific and clear way, it will not appeal to the learners. The images which will add value to your course material and actually help the learners should meet the following requirements:
· Simplify the difficult-to-understand and text heavy topics.
· Explain using actual people, places, or objects.
· Help the learners connect the familiar materials with the unfamiliar.

Based on a number of authors, Howard and Major’s (2004) note that criteria for evaluating English language teaching materials and course books frequently include reference to the ‘look’ and the ‘feel’ of the product (see, for example, Harmer, 1998; Nunan,1991). Some aspects of these criteria that are particularly pertinent to materials designers are discussed below:

Physical appearance: Initial impressions can be as important in the language classroom as they are in many other aspects of life. Put simply, language-teaching materials should be good to look at! Factors to consider include the density of the text on the page, the type size, and the cohesiveness and consistency of the layout.
User-ﬁiendliness: Materials should also be attractive in terms of their ‘usability’. Some simple examples:  if the activity is a gap-ﬁll exercise, is there enough space for learners to handwrite their responses? If an oral response is required during a tape or video exercise. is the silence long enough to allow for both thinking and responding?
Durabilty:  lf materials need to be used more than once, or if they are to be used by many different students, consideration needs to be given to how they can be made robust enough to last the required distance.
Ability to be reproduced: Language teaching institutions are not renowned for giving their staff unlimited access to colour copying facilities, yet many do-it-yourself materials designers continue to produce eye-catching multi-coloured originals, and suffer frustration and disappointment when what emerges from the photocopier is a class-set of grey blurs.
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Home assignment
Reflection task
Based on what you have learnt from this lecture, write a one-page reflection focusing on what kind of what considerations you make in regards to the appearance and visual aspects of the materials you develop.
Question/Answer
1. What is the importance of visual element in teaching materials?
2. What are the benefits of visual aids in teaching materials?
3. What criteria are to be considered for evaluating visual aspects?
A Practical Task
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the selected branch of ESP, develop a teaching material incorporating what you learned from this lecture. Use the ready materials in the class and get feedback from your student by asking questions on the visual aspect of your teaching material.

