Lecture 12
Creating tasks. Reading.
Outline
· Deciding on a topic in developing reading materials
· Attracting to Reading
· Important considerations in preparing reading materials 
· Qualities of Reading Tasks
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Text related characteristics
· Important factors in choosing authentic reading material 
· Advantages & disadvantages of authentic reading materials
With a wide variety of reading materials available to course developers, deciding upon the topics and contents that would be really responsive to the needs, goals and reading abilities of the reader is, in fact, a daunting task. There are, however, a number of significant factors such as 
· reader’s interest;
· background knowledge;
· variety, relevance and authenticity of materials, etc. 
Developers should take into account these factors in preparing appropriate reading materials. With the new approach to reading as a complicated process of interaction between reader and material, interest in reading has gained noticeable attention from the experts as it is often claimed that, in the absence of interest to read, very little or perhaps no reading will take place. On the other hand, if the reader is interested in the topics assigned, he will be ready to do his best to continue reading and recreate meaning from the print. As a result, it lies with the material developers to effectively design reading activities to generate interest and confidence in reader and meet his objectives (Azarnoosh et al, 2016:66).. 
Two kinds of interests may be taken into account:
Individual interest – reader preferences for certain subject matters and topics
Situational interest – novelty, importance, relevance, ease of comprehension, triggering emotional reactions, variety
There is a massive body of research evidence supporting the facilitating role of interest in enhancing the tendency to read more and benefiting from reading activity. Reader is likely to have a better performance on high than low-interest passages. High-interest passages tend to make reader read better, attend more and work harder. For instance, interest, whether individual or situational, has been shown to cause persistence in reading and result in increased attention, better text processing, more recall of main ideas and deep comprehension of the materials.
Berardo (2006) states that Reading can have three main purposes:
· For survival
· For learning
· For pleasure
Reading for survival is considered to be in response to our environment, to find out information can include street signs, advertising, and timetables. It depends very much on the day-to-day needs of the reader and often involves an immediate response to a situation. In contrast, reading for learning is considered to be the type of reading done in the classroom and is goal-oriented. While reading for pleasure is something that does not have to be done.
The reading content should be relevant to reader’s needs and mirror the language materials that he is likely to encounter outside of the classroom as well. 
Another way of making materials attractive to the reader is selection from various content areas. Materials developers should attempt to make the readings varied enough to appeal to a large number of readers. Although it is highly likely that the participants in a reading programme receive the materials with different degrees of enthusiasm, inclusion of a variety of topics proves to stand a better chance of catering for the needs and interests of a larger number of readers that designing the passages around some limited topics (Azarnoosh et al, 2016:67). 
One more factor for reading materials developers to consider is that they should decide upon the topics with which the reader feels familiar and comfortable. In other words, in order for the reader to understand what he reads, his background knowledge must, in one way or another, be able to accommodate the reading topic.
Having decided upon the topics for the course, the next step for materials developers is the selection of appropriate vocabulary to present the content in a way that is adjusted to the language knowledge and ability of the reader. It is often the case that items of higher frequency rates have a better chance of being encountered outside the classroom situation, and learners will, as a result, get a better payoff for their learning effort. On the other hand, items that are used in a variety of language registers are more useful than those with high frequency rate that are specific to a special reader. 
Regarding the pedagogical issue, two factors should be taken into account in vocabulary selection. Items of immediate use to students that are of everyday use should be prioritised over other lexical items at least in the early stages. Materials developers, however, should not lose sight of the principle that some items are more learnable than others. For instance, concrete words are easier to pick up than abstract ones because of their compositionality level. They are, in a similar way, more teachable as teachers can act them out in the classroom.
Reading tasks by no means should encourage a passive behaviour on the part of the reader. Also, readings tasks should contribute to the development of a strategic reader allowing for transferring of skills across texts and, finally, as widely known, students learn in different ways and thus they should be provided with varied types of tasks, so that it is possible to reach their learning style. 
Azarnoosh et al. (2016) cites Nuttall (1996) who refers to some of the text- related characteristics to be viewed in the development of ELT materials. Of vital importance in choosing reading materials for a language course are content suitability, exploitability and readability. For the reading materials to be suitable for a given group of readers, they should be both interesting and motivating and relevant to their age, developmental level and needs. In a similar way, an exploitable text is one that can be used to develop the reader's competence in the language Despite the huge volume of English texts, only the materials that can be used in the classroom context can be of instructional value. Moreover, if the text is heavily loaded with new structural and lexical items and offers too much of new information, it would be too difficult for the reader to read and get any meaning from it. To sum up, attempt should be made to maximize comprehension by providing culturally relevant, schematically related and interesting materials. The reading passages should be levelled appropriately not only for the reader's grade and age but also for his interest, schema and objectives. 
Important Factors in Choosing Authentic Reading Material
Suitability of Content 
Does the text interest the student?
Is it relevant to the student’s needs?
Does it represent the type of material that the student will use outside of the classroom?

Exploitability
Can the text be exploited for teaching purposes?
For what purpose should the text be exploited?
What skill/strategies can be developed by exploiting the text?

Readability 
Is the text too easy/difficult for the student?
Is it structurally too demanding/complex?
How much new vocabulary does it contain? Is it relevant?

Presentation
Does it “look” authentic?
It is “attractive”?
Does it grab the student’s attention?
Does it make him want to read more?

Bernardo (2006:65) shows some advantages and disadvantages of authentic reading materials:
Advantages:
· “Real” language exposure with language
· Change/variation being reflected
· Students are informed about what is happening in the world
· Textbooks tend not to include incidental/improper and become outdated very quickly
· The same piece of material can used for different tasks
· Ideal for teaching/practicing mini skills-skimming/scanning
· Contain a wide variety of text types, language styles not easily found in conventional teaching materials
· Encourage reading for pleasure, likely to contain topics of interest
Disadvantages:
· Often too culturally biased, difficult to understand outside the language community
· Vocabulary might not be relevant to the student’s immediate needs
· Too many structures are mixed so lower levels have problems decoding the texts
· Special preparation is necessary, can be time consuming
· Can become outdated easily, e.g. news stories, articles.
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Home assignment
Reflection task
Based on what you have learnt from this lecture, consider the other factors that you think can influence the success of a reading material. Make the list of qualities of your reading materials that your students liked or disliked.
Question/Answer
· 1. What should be taken into account when selecting topics for reading materials?
· 2. How can learners be attracted to reading?
· 3. What are the qualities of reading tasks?
A Practical Task
Within the selected branch of ESP, develop a reading material and use it with your students. Collect their feedback by asking the questions based on what you have learnt in this lecture.


