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What do you remember?
• Places
• Location
• Setting
• Or?

Scene



“Ours was the marsh country, down by the river, within, as
the river wound, twenty miles of the sea. My first most
vivid and broad impression of the identity of things seems
to me to have been gained on a memorable raw
afternoon towards evening.” -Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens (1860)

(SparkNotes Editors, n.d.)

They have an 
impact.



How do you enjoy settings?

• Fiction
• The settings engage readers.
• The imaginative presentation delights readers

(Gill, R., 2006, p.55-56).



Does the setting of your story contribute 
effectively to present of the narrative?

Think about this!





Does it help you in drawing out the plot 
and developing the characters?

Think about this!



Can the setting help you increase the reader's interest, 

help build atmosphere, and strengthen emotional bonds 

with the characters?

Think about this!





SETTINGS

• Memorable aspects
• Engaging
• Have a link with characters

(Gill, R., 2006, p.55-56).





The Function and Importance of 
Settings
Setting- a verbal description of a place.
A character appears and moves through a landscape or townscape.

(Klarer, M., 2013, p. 25-27).



Readers are invited to consider the significance of the meaning generated by 
this setting





A 'setting’ can be used to cover:

The places in which 
characters appear

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).



The social context 
of characters, such 
as their families, 
friends and class

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).

A 'setting’ can be used to cover:



The customs , beliefs 
and rules of 

behaviour that give 
identity to a society

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).

A 'setting’ can be used to cover:



The particular 
locations of 

events

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).

A 'setting’ can be used to cover:



The atmosphere, 
mood and feel that 

all the above 
elements create

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).

A 'setting’ can be used to cover:



SETTINGS
The location, historical period, and social surroundings 

Flora Thompson’s Lark Rise to Candleford (1954) is concerned with village 
community
Edmund Blundend’s record of the first world war, Undertones of War (1828)

(Klarer, M., 2013, p. 25-27).



WHY?

A place or setting is memorable because the 
atmosphere is attractive, striking and 

beautiful.

(Gill, R., 1995, p.148).





HOW?

In describing the setting, the author simply 
uses his own writing to convey a picture of 

how beautiful the view is.



Thomas Hardy’s The Woodlanders

Spring weather came on rather suddenly, the unsealing of
buds that had long been swollen accomplishing itself in
the space of one warm night. The rush of sap in the veins
of the trees could almost be heard.
The flowers of late April took up a position unseen, and
looked as if they had been blooming a long while, though
there had been no trace of them the day before yesterday;
birds began not to mind getting wet. (In Gill, R., 1995, p.
148-149)



The setting can reflect a
character's mood so that it can
reflect the character's feelings.

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 149)



The settings are so enjoyable that 
they often have a striking 
correspondence with other 
elements in the novel.

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 149)



“They can also reveal the situation 
of a character and, by working 
symbolically, they can express 
personality.”

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 149)



(Klarer, M., 2013, p. 25-27).

The author sets the story in the 
context of a specific time and 

place to support high-level 
action, character, and narrative.



Setting and the mood of 
characters

Settings also reveal a great deal 
about feelings.



SETTING AND THE MOOD OF 
CHARACTERS
Author makes the landscape and the seasons appropriate to the mood. 

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 149-151)

These words are full of hope; there are sweet smells in the air, and new life 
is appearing. The words carry the reader on in hopeful expectation.



Setting and the situation of characters

In Great Expectations Dickens also uses landscape to bring over the situation of Pip. 

Setting used to show how a character is situated.

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 151)



In Hard Times by Charles Dickens

(Gill, R., 1995, p. 151)



Setting and the personality of characters
Revealing personality?
• Jane Eyre 
Novel by Charlotte Brontë

Let’s try this!

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 152)



Setting and the personality of characters
• Revealing personality?

Compare 
to this!

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 153)



SETTING AND THEME: THE AUTHOR'S 
VIEW

Does the setting 
reveal anything 

about the author's 
views?

Settings for the 
purpose of giving 
their views about 

the world.



Landscapes, townscapes, interiors of houses and the weather 
are used to convey his or her particular feelings and views 

about life. 

SETTING AND THEME: THE AUTHOR'S 
VIEW

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 153)



Graham Greene is an example how he views the world.
No matter whether the setting is, as in Brighton Rock (England), The 
Heart of the Matter (Africa), The Power and the Glory (Latin America), 
an atmosphere of seedy corruption prevails

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 153)

Brighton Rock by Graham Greene

Setting and theme: the author's view

https://www.litcharts.com/lit/brighton-rock/summary


It is not limited only a 
religious view of the 

world



Creating a distinctive 
world.

Setting and theme: distinctive 
worlds



Creating a distinctive 
world.

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 155)

-Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Setting and theme: distinctive 
worlds



Setting and theme: distinctive 
worlds

Creating a distinctive 
world.

Aldous Huxley in Brave New World, 

George Orwell in 1984 

Margaret Atwood in The Handmaid's Tale



Setting and theme: distinctive 
worlds

Plots and characters are often 
less interesting
Setting, as the background, is 
in fact in the foreground

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 156)



Setting and theme: the central 
feature

Cider with Rosie
by Laurie Lee

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 156-157)



Remember this!

Settings are not incidental but are a 
significant part of the novel as a 

whole.

(in Gill, R., 1995, p. 157)



So, what have we learnt?
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A WARM
THANK YOU

TO ALL OF YOU!
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