PHONETICS AND ENGLISH
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ICS: MANNER OF ARTICULATION
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From Roach, P. 2009. English phonetics and phonology.
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STOPS AND CONTINUANTS

o

_____
o

.....

.....

NN
wn
—

o

versa




OBSTRUENTS AND SONORANTS

the airflow through the vocal tract.
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Fricatives

o

o
AAA
7
o e
;
7 N
7
o A,
Ner
7
o o
7
i
7
Z
7

o

tlon hence the term




fricatives

 Fricatives are characterized by forcing of air in a continuous stream
through a narrow opening.

« To pronounce the alveolar fricatives [s] and [z], air is forced through a
narrow opening between the tip of the tongue and the alveolar ridge.

« Consider pronouncing the first sound in the words thin, three, and theta
and the final sound in teeth, bath, and breath:

* The tongue tip is placed between the upper and lower teeth, where the
airstream is most constricted and makes its articulation.

« Represented by [0], the sound in these words is a voiceless interdental
fricative.
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Approximants

- Produced by two articulators approaching one
another almost like fricatives but not coming close
enough to produce friction.

* English has four approximants: [j], [r] (IPA [4]), [l],
and [w].

 The sound that begins the word you is the palatal
approximant [j], while cute begins with the
consonant cluster [kj].
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* |[n pronouncing the approximant [w], the lips are rounded, as in
wild or wow.

* |[n certain dialects, [h] precedes [w] in words such as which,
whether, or when.

 When [w] is the second element of a consonant cluster (as in
twine [tw] or queen [kw]), the initial sound (here, [t] or [k]) is
rounded in anticipation of the [w]- process of labialization.

* Practice in order to appreciate by focusing on the shape of your
lips while you pronounce time and twine and keen and queen.
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/3/
/w/- labio-velar




English consonants

Bilabial | Labio- = Palato- Glottal
dental Aldlveolar

Diagram of IPA English consonants.
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