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Phonemes of English - consonants

Phonemes of
English

Figure 1: From Fromkin, V.(2000). Linguistics: An
introduction to linguistic theory. USA: Blackwell.



Phonemes- Vowels

Front Ceniral Dhiphthongs

Unrounded | Unrounded
Upper high

Phonemes: English Lower high

vowels Upper mid Syllabic
Lower mid fnf Consonani

Figure 1: From Fromkin, V.(2000). Linguistics:
An introduction to linguistic theory. USA:
Blackwell.
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Phonemic Variation
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From Fromkin, V.(2000). Linguistics: An introduction
to linguistic theory. USA: Blackwell.
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Allophonic variation
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ENGLISH CONSONANTAL ALLOPHONES

« While the physical difference between t and t" in English is just as
real as the difference between t and d;

 there is a fundamental linguistic difference between these two
relationships.

» The selection of t versus d may constitute the sole difference
between many different words in English:

« such words are called minimal pairs.

» where two words are differentiated exclusively by a choice
between one of two segments.




From: Odden, D. (2013). Introducing phonology.UK:
Cambridge University press



Aspiration

ASPIRATION- Audible release of plosion that accompanies voiceless stop

The difference between [t] and [d] is contrastive (also termed
distinctive) in English,

voicing - forms the sole basis for distinguishing different words (and thus,
[t] and?[d] contrast).

The choice of a voiceless aspirated stop such as [t"] versus a voiceless
unaspirated stop such as [t],

En tlhehother hand, never defines the sole basis for differentiating words in
nglish.

The occurrence of [t] versus [t"] (also [k] versus [k"], and [p] versus [p"])
follows a rule:




e That aspirated stops are used in one phonological context, and
unaspirated stops are used in all other contexts (Odden, 2013).

* In English, [t] and [t"] are predictable variants of a single abstract
segment, a phoneme, which we represent as /t/.

» Purely predictable variants are termed allophones - the sounds are
in complementary distribution

* (i.e The context where one variant appears is the complement of
the context where the other sound appears)




ASPIRATED STOPS

[pPuwl] Tooth [t"uw®] Kill [Kh1l]

[ph1t] Tin [th1n] Account [ekhaewnt]
[ep"laj] Atomic [ethamik] Crab [khraeb]

[phran] Truth [thruw®] Quill [khwil]

[p'weblow] Twine [tPwajn] Clay [khlej]

[p"le]] [k"juwb]

[p"juws] [k"uwp]

From: Odden, D. (2013). Introducing
phonology.UK: Cambridge University press



UNASPIRATED CONSONANTS

Stick Skid [skid]
Sat Sack [saek]

Stray Screw [skauw]

Sclerosis  [sklarowsr

s]
Skew [skjuw]

From: Odden, D. (2013). Introducing phonology.UK:
Cambridge University press
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Flapping is not limited to the voiceless alveolar stop /t/;
underlying /d/ also becomes [r] in this same context.

‘b1rs ( bidder) ‘b1rin (bidding)

‘hajri (hider) ‘hajrin hiding

‘'wejri(wader) ‘'wejrin (wading).




GLOTTAL STOP

ot occur when
d syllabic




7 7 Tl
R,
SR
R
R,
AR
e
A
i
R
e
T,
A
A
R,
s
L
A
R

......

£
S
.......... % e
/
e
s

llowing pairs of words:

s

_________
........

A

FAETE

_______________

........ ﬁ_;; ['haj?n ] heighten

['laj?n ] lighten

S

AT S

::,5:5 _ [ I f& ’I) nI ] fatten

________

From: Odden, D. (2013). Introducing phonology.UK:
Cambridge University press
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