Week 5 
Tenses II
5.1 Introduction & Overview
In the previous lesson, we began the discussion on tenses and focused mainly on the present tense. In this section, we look at two more tenses, the past tense and the future tense. The past tense refers to events that have already occurred while the future tense refers to events that are yet to take place.

5.2 Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, the learner should be able to:
· Recognize the nature of the past and future tenses in English grammar.
· Demonstrate knowledge of various aspects of the past and the future tenses.
· Illustrate the use of the past and future tenses in the construction of sentences.

5.3 Past Tense

Past Simple Tense
Past tense is used to express an action that happened or was completed in the past, usually a short time before speaking, or action which has just been completed. For example, a person says, “I watched a movie”, it means the speaker of this sentence watched a movie a little time ago or on the same day. 
Rule: The second form of the verb (past simple) is used as the main verb in the positive sentence and the base form is used in negative and interrogative sentences.
                                Structure of Sentences 
Positive Sentence
      • Subject + main verb (past simple) + object
      • Subject + 2nd form of verb (past simple) + object
Examples
     He killed a lion.
     He ate a mango.
Negative Sentence
       • Subject + (auxiliary verb + not) main verb (base form) + object
       • Subject + did not + 1st form of verb or base form + object
In negative sentences “did not” is written and the 1st form of the verb (base verb) is used instead of using the 2nd form (or past simple verb).
Examples
       He did not kill a lion.
       He did not eat a mango.
Interrogative Sentence
     • Auxiliary verb + subject + main verb (base verb) + object
     • Did + subject + 1st form of verb (or base verb) + object

An Interrogative sentence starts with “did” and the 1st form of the verb (base verb) is used instead of using the 2nd form (or past simple verb).
Examples
     Did he kill a lion?
     Did he eat a mango?

Past Continuous Tense
The past Continuous Tense is used to express a continued or ongoing action in the past, or an action that was completed at some point in the past. For example, “He was laughing.” This sentence shows ongoing action (laughing) which occurred in the past. Past continuous tense is also called past progressive.  
Rule: The Auxiliary verb “was or were” is used in the sentence. The 1st form of the verb or base verb + ing (present participle) is used as the main verb in the sentence.
                                Structure of sentence
Positive Sentence
          • Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object
          • Subject + was/were + (1st form of verb or base verb +ing) +object

If the subject is “he, she, it, I, or a singular or proper noun” then the auxiliary verb “was” is used. If subject is “you, we, they or plural” then the auxiliary verb “were” is used.
Examples
              She was crying yesterday.
              They were climbing the hill.
Negative Sentence
         • Subject + auxiliary verb + NOT + Main verb (present participle) + object
         • Subject + was/were + NOT + (1st form of verb or base verb +ing) +object
Rules for using the auxiliary verb after the subject are the same as mentioned above.
Examples
             She was not crying yesterday.
             They were not climbing the hill.
Interrogative Sentence
         • Auxiliary verb + Subject + main verb (present participle) + object
         • Was/were + Subject + (1st form of verb or base verb +ing) +object

The interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb. If the subject is “he, she, It, I, or a singular or proper noun” then the sentence starts with auxiliary verb “was”. If subject is “you, we, they or plural” then the sentence starts with auxiliary verb “were”.
Examples
             Was she crying yesterday?
             Were they climbing the hill?

Past Perfect Tense
The past perfect tense is used to express an action which has occurred in the past (usually, a long time ago) and action which has occurred in the past before another action in the past. For example, I had lived in America. (The sense of time in this sentence refers to a completed action in the past and especially a long time ago).
The students had gone before the teacher came.  (The first part of sentence “The students had gone” expresses the past perfect tense. The second part “the teacher came” expresses the past simple tense.) 
 
Rule: When the auxiliary verb “had” is used in a sentence, the 3rd form of the verb (past participle) is used as a main verb in the sentence.

                             Structure of the Sentence
Positive Sentence
        • Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (past participle) + object
        • Subject + had + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
Examples
      He had taken the exam last year.
      A thief had stolen my watch.
Negative Sentence
        • Subject + auxiliary verb + NOT + main verb (past participle) + object
        •Subject + had + not + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
 “not” is written after the auxiliary verb in a negative sentence.
Examples
       He had not taken the exam last year
       A thief had not stolen my watch.
Interrogative Sentence
       • Auxiliary verb + subject + main verb (past participle) + object
       • Had + subject + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
    An interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb “had”
Examples
      Had he taken the exam last year?
      Had a thief stolen my watch?
 
Past Perfect Continuous Tense
The past perfect continuous tense is used to express an ongoing action that started in the past and continued until sometime later, but still in the past. In this case, there is a time reference, such as “since 2010, for three hours” from which the action started. A sense of time reference is found in these sentences which shows that action had started in the past and continued until a later time.  Such time reference or sense of reference is the identity of the Present perfect continuous tense. For example, “He had been studying in this school since 2005”. This means that he had started his education in this school in 2005 and he studied in this school until a later time, that is still in the past.

Note: If there is no time reference or sense of time reference, then it is not Past perfect continuous tense because there is no hint about the time when the action started or continued. 
Hence the reference of time differentiates the past perfect continuous tense from the past continuous tense. 
Rule: The auxiliary verb “had been” is used in sentence. The 1st form of the verb (base verb) +ing (present participle) is used as the main verb in the sentence. “Since” or “for” are used before the “time reference” in the sentence. If the time reference is known such as 2003, or 4 o’clock then “since” is used before the time in the sentence. If the time reference is not exactly known such as three hours, six years, four days, then “for” is used before the time in the sentence. 
                                   Structure of the Sentence
Positive Sentence
• Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (Present participle) + object + time reference
• Subject + had been + (1st form of verb or base verb + ing) + object + time    reference
Examples
      I had been waiting for him for one hour.
      She had been playing chess since 7 o’clock.
 
Negative Sentence
• Subject + “not” between the auxiliary verbs + main verb (present participle) + object + time reference
• Subject + had not been + (1st form of verb or base verb + ing) + object + time  reference
To form a negative sentence, the word “not” is added in between the auxiliary verbs, hence it becomes “had not been”.
Examples
        I had not been waiting for him for one hour.
        She had not been playing chess since 7 o’clock.
 
Interrogative Sentences
• Auxiliary verb+ subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object + time reference
• Had + subject + been + (1st form of verb or base verb+ing) + object + time reference

An interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb “had” and the auxiliary verb “been” is used after the subject in the sentence.
Examples
        Had I been waiting for him for one hour?
        Had she been playing chess since 7 o’clock?

5.4 Future Tense
Future simple tense
 
It is used to express an action which has not yet occurred but which will occur in the future or at a later time or day. For example, “I will go to the zoo tomorrow”. In this sentence, the person intends to visit the zoo tomorrow. This shows that the action will be done in the future.

Rule: The auxiliary verb “will” is used in the sentence. The 1st form of the verb or base form is used as the main verb in the sentence.
                                  Structure of the Sentence
Positive Sentence
       • Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object
       •Subject + will + (1st form of verb or base form +ing) + object 
Examples
       I will buy a computer tomorrow.
      They will come here.

Negative sentence
      • Subject + auxiliary verb+ not + main verb (present participle) + object
      • Subject + will +not + (1st form of verb or base form +ing) + object 
   
To form a negative sentence, “not” is inserted after the auxiliary verb but before the main verb.
Examples.
       I will not buy a computer tomorrow.
       They will not come here.
 
Interrogative Sentence
      • Auxiliary verb + subject + main verb (present participle) + object
      • Will + subject + (1st form of verb or base form +ing) + object 

The interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb “will”.
Examples
      Will I buy a computer tomorrow?
      Will they come here?
 
Future Continuous tense
 It is used to express a continued or an ongoing action in future. For example, “I will be waiting for you tomorrow”, it conveys ongoing nature of an action (waiting) which will occur in future.
 
Rule: The auxiliary verbs “will be” are used in the sentence. The 1st form of the verb + ing (present participle) is used as the main verb in the sentence.

                                   Structure of the Sentence
Positive Sentence
   • Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object
   • Subject + will be+ 1st form of verb or base form+ing (present participle) + object 
Examples
       I will be waiting for you.
       You will be feeling well tomorrow.
 
Negative Sentence
          • Subject + not between auxiliary verbs+ not + main verb (present participle) + object
          • Subject + will not be + 1st form of verb or base form+ing (present participle) + object 
To form a negative sentence “not” is inserted between the auxiliary verbs “will and be” in the sentence.
Examples
       I will not be waiting for you.
       You will not be feeling well tomorrow.
 
Interrogative Sentence
• Auxiliary verb + subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object
• Will + subject + be+ 1st form of verb or base form+ing (present participle) + object 

The interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb “will” while the auxiliary verb “be” comes after the subject in the sentence.
Examples
      Will I be waiting for you?
      Will you be feeling well tomorrow?

Future perfect tense 
The future perfect tense is used to express an action which will occur in the future. It expresses a sense of completion of an action that will take place in the future. For example, “John will have gone tomorrow”.
 
Rule: The auxiliary verbs “will have” are used in the sentence. The 3rd form of the verb or the past participle form of the verb is used as the main verb in the sentence.
 
                                   Structure of sentence
Positive Sentence
       • Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (past participle) + object
       • Subject + will have + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
Examples
        She will have finished the work by Wednesday.
        I will have left for home by the time he gets up.
        You will have started a job.

Negative sentence
      • Subject + “not” between auxiliary verbs + main verb (past participle) + object
      • Subject + will not have + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
Examples
       She will not have finished the work by Wednesday.
       I will not have left for home by the time he gets up.
       You will not have started a job.
 
Interrogative sentence 
    • Auxiliary verb + subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (past participle) + object
    • Will + subject +have + 3rd form of verb or past participle + object
Examples
Will she have finished the work by Wednesday?
Will I have left for home by the time he gets up?
Will you have started a job?

Future Perfect Continuous Tense
The future perfect continuous tense is used to express an ongoing action that will start and continue in the future. There will be a time reference, such as “since 2013, for 7 hours” from which the action will take place. A sense of time reference gives an idea that action will start at some time in future and will continue for some time.  Such time reference or sense of time reference is the identity of the Future perfect continuous tense because it tells that action will start at a particular time in future. For example, “He will have been studying in this school since 2005”. This means that he will start studying in this school in 2005 and will study in this school until sometime in the future.

Note: If there is not time reference or sense of time reference then it is not future perfect continuous tense because there is no hint about the time of action. If it is just an ongoing action in the future, then it would resemble the “future continuous tense”. Hence, the reference of time differentiates between the future perfect continuous tense and the future continuous tense.
 
Rule: The auxiliary verbs “will have been” are used in the sentence. The 1st form of the verb (base verb) +ing (present participle) is used as the main verb in the sentence. “Since” or “for” are used before the “time reference” in the sentence. If the time reference is known such as 2013, or 6 o’clock, then “since” is used before the time in the sentence. If the time reference is not exactly known such as three hours, six years, or four days, then “for” is used before the time in the sentence. 
                                 
Structure of the Sentence
Positive Sentence
• Subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (Present participle) + object + time reference
•Subject + will have been + (1st form of verb or base verb + ing) + object + time reference
Examples         I will have been waiting for him for one hour. 

         She will have been playing football since 2015.
 
Negative Sentence
• Subject + “not” inside auxiliary verbs + main verb (present participle) + object + time reference
• Subject + will not have been + (1st form of verb or base verb + ing) + object + time reference
To form a negative sentence, the word “not” is added in between the auxiliary verbs, hence it becomes “will not have been”.

Examples.
         I will not have been waiting for him for one hour.
         She will not have been playing football since 2015.
 
Interrogative Sentence
• Auxiliary verb + subject + auxiliary verb + main verb (present participle) + object + time reference
• Will + subject + have been + (1st form of verb or base verb+ing) + object + time reference

The Interrogative sentence starts with the auxiliary verb “will” and the auxiliary verb “have been” is used after the subject in the sentence.
Examples
        Will I have been waiting for him for one hour?
        Will she have been playing football since 2015?
 
5.5 Personal Reflection

1. Complete the following sentences using the present perfect or the simple past tense where appropriate.
a) Aid workers ……………… (liberate) many child soldiers last year.
b) The children ………………. (reunite) with their families since then.
c) They all …………… (tell) gory stories of their experience.
d) Most of them ………… (spend) more than five years in the bush.
e) All of them ……………. (be) in bad shape when they ……. (come) out of the bush.

2. Complete each of the following sentences as indicated:
a) The president (address) the nation on television. (future progressive)
b) Presently, she (write) her autobiography. (present progressive)
c) She (teach) the students how to write well. (present progressive)
d) Moses (lead) the Israelites out of Egypt. (past progressive)
e) He (play) the piano when I came in. (past progressive)
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