Week 6
Phrases
 6.1 Introduction & Overview
While previous units have discussed parts of speech in isolation, this unit focuses on groups of words that are known as phrases. The definition of what a phrase is as well as the types of phrases will be discussed here.

 6.2 Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, the learner should be able to:
· Identify a phrase within a sentence.
· Demonstrate knowledge of various types of phrases.
· Illustrate the use of phrases in the construction of sentences.
	
6.3 What is a Phrase?
A phrase is defined as a group of related words that lacks both a subject and a verb.
A phrase is a part of a sentence. It is a group of words (within a sentence) that does not contain both a subject and a verb, and does not express a complete idea.
Example	
        He is standing near a wall.

The part of above sentence “near a wall” is a phrase because it does not contain a subject and a verb, and does not express a complete idea. A phrase does not include both a subject and a verb at a same time and does not make complete sense, hence a phrase cannot stand on its own as a sentence. 

If a group of words include both a subject and a verb then it becomes a clause, so the difference between a clause and a phrase is that a clause contains a subject and a verb but a phrase does not.
Here are some examples of phrases:
         He is laughing at a joker.
         She is making tea for the guests.
         I saw a girl with blue eyes.
         He always behaves in a strange way.
         The boy in the red shirt is my cousin.
         The boy, with a book in his hand, won a prize.

A sentence may consist of one or more phrases. For example: The boy in the red shirt behaves in a strange way. A phrase can function as a noun, adverb, or adjective in a sentence, therefore a phrase is also defined as “a group of words (lacking a subject and a verb), that functions as a single part of speech, in a sentence.”
Examples
         He is wearing a nice red shirt.                   (as a noun/object)
         The people at the party were dancing.       (as a noun/subject)
         The man in the room is our teacher.           (as adjective, modifies noun man)
         She gave me a glass full of water.             (as adjective, modifies noun glass)
         He always behaves in a strange way.        (as adverb, modifies verb behave)
         He returned in a short while.                      (as adverb, modifies verb return)
 
On the basis of their functions and constructions, phrases are divided into various types i.e. noun phrase, verb phrase, adverbial phrase, adjectival phrase, appositive phrase, infinitive phrase, participial phrase, prepositional phrase and gerund phrase.
 	
6.4 Types of Phrases	
  
Noun Phrase
A noun phrase consists of a noun as the head word and other related words (usually modifiers and determiners) which modify the noun. It functions like a noun in a sentence.

Noun Phrase = noun + modifiers (the modifiers can be after or before the noun)
Examples.
            He is wearing a nice red shirt.                      (as noun/object)
            She brought a glass full of water.                (as noun/object)
            The boy with brown hair is laughing.           (as noun/subject)
            A man on the roof was shouting.                  (as noun/subject)
A sentence can also contain more than one noun phrase. For example: The girl with blue eyes bought a beautiful chair.
 
Prepositional phrase
A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition, object of preposition (noun or pronoun) and may also consist of other modifiers.
For example: on a table, near a wall, in the room, at the door, under a tree

A prepositional phrase starts with a preposition and mostly ends with a noun or a pronoun. Whatever prepositional phrase ends with is called the object of the preposition. A prepositional phrase functions as an adjective or an adverb in a sentence.
Examples
              The boy on the roof is singing a song.          (As adjective)
              The man in the room is our teacher.             (As adjective)
              She is shouting in a loud voice.                    (As adverb)
               He always behaves in a good manner.        (As adverb)
 
Adjectival Phrase
An adjectival phrase is a group of words that functions like an adjective in a sentence. It consists of adjectives, modifiers or any word that modifies a noun or pronoun.
An adjectival phrase functions like an adjective to modify (or describe) a noun or a pronoun in a sentence.
Examples
              He is wearing a nice green shirt.                    (modifies shirt)
              The girl with brown hair is singing a song.  (modifies girl)
              He gave me a glass full of water.                  (modifies glass)
              A boy from America won the race.               (modifies boy)

Prepositional phrases and participial phrases also function as adjectives or adjectival phrases. In the above sentence “The girl with brown hair is singing a song”, the phrase “with brown hair” is a prepositional phrase but it functions as an adjective.
 
Adverbial Phrase
An adverbial phrase is a group of words that functions as an adverb in a sentence. It consists of adverbs or other words (preposition, noun, verb, modifiers) that function like an adverb in a sentence. An adverbial phrase functions like an adverb to modify a verb, an adjective or another adverb.

Examples
            He always behaves in a good manner.         (modifies verb behave)
            They were shouting in a loud voice.             (modifies verb shout)
            She always drives with care.                        (modifies verb drive)
            He sat in a corner of the room.                    (modifies verb sit)
            He returned in a short while.                        (modifies verb return)

A prepositional phrase can also act as an adverbial phrase. For example, in the above sentence “He always behaves in a good manner”, the phrase “in a good manner” is a prepositional phrase but it acts as adverbial phrase here.
 
Verb Phrase
A verb phrase is a combination of the main verb and its auxiliaries (helping verbs) in a sentence.
Examples
             He is eating an apple.
             She has finished her work.
             You should study for the exam.
             She has been sleeping for two hours.

A verb phrase can also consist of the main verb, its auxiliaries, its complements and other modifiers. Hence it can refer to the whole predicate of a sentence.

Example 
You should study for the exam.
 
Infinitive Phrase
An infinitive phrase consists of an infinitive (to + simple form of verb) and modifiers or other words associated to the infinitive. An infinitive phrase always functions as an adjective, an adverb or a noun in a sentence.
Examples
            He likes to read books.                             (As noun/object)
            To earn money is a desire of everyone.    (As noun/subject)
            He shouted to inform them about the fire.  (As adverb, modifies verb shout)
            He made a plan to buy a car.                    (As adjective, modifies noun plan)
 
Gerund Phrase
A gerund phrase consists of a gerund (verb + ing) and modifiers or other words associated with the gerund. A gerund phrase acts as a noun in a sentence.
Examples
              I like writing good essays.                                 (As noun/object)
              She started thinking about the problem.          (As noun/object)
              Sleeping late at night is not a good habit.         (As noun/subject)
              The weeping of a baby woke him up.                (As noun/subject)
 
Participial Phrase
A participial phrase consists of a present participle (verb + ing), a past participle (verb ending in -ed or other forms in case of irregular verbs) and modifiers or other associated words. A participial phrase is separated by commas. It always acts as an adjective in a sentence.

Examples
             Devastated by their ordeal, they cried all night long.  (modifies they)
             Seeing that we were late, we took a shortcut to the school. (modifies we)
	 The service having ended, we proceeded home. (modifies the service)
 Knowing the consequences of immorality, the girls resolved to abstain from bad      behaviour. (modifies the girls)
We lazed around, not knowing what to do. (modifies we)
 
Absolute Phrase
Absolute phrase (also called nominative phrase) is a group of words that includes a noun or a pronoun and a participle as well as any associated modifiers. An absolute phrase modifies (gives information about) the entire sentence. It resembles a clause but it lacks a true finite verb. It is separated by a comma or pairs of commas from the rest sentence.
Examples
             He looks sad, his face expressing worry.
             She was waiting for her friend, her eyes on the clock.
             John is painting a wall, his shirt dirty with paint.

6.5 Personal Reflection
1. Underline the prepositional phrases in the following passage:

For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased, they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits. Every living thing that moved on land perished – birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.
Source: Genesis 7: 17 – 23


2. Use the following infinitive phrases in sentences:
a) to ask for forgiveness
b) to serve my country
c) to accept a bribe
d) to work hard
e) to run away

3. Identify the object noun phrases in the following sentences:

a) They make some delicious meals here.
b) The community built a wooden bridge across the river.
c) Poverty wears a human face.
d) We have a hope for the future.
e) The tourist bought an expensive bronze carving.
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