Week 9
Sentences II

9.1 Introduction and Overview
In this lesson, we continue to look at sentences and their characteristics. As we noted in the previous lesson, sentences are composed of words from different parts of speech to create meaning. In this lesson, we shall look at how sentences can be categorized according to their structure and according to their function. Therefore, we shall discuss these sentences in view of their structure and function.

9.2 Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, the learner should be able to:
· Identify different types of sentences according to structure.
· Identify different types of sentences according to function
· Demonstrate ability to construct different types of sentences

9.3 Types of Sentences According to Structure
Sentences can be divided into two main categories, according to their structure and according to their function. We shall begin with the category according to their structure or form. This category has four main types of sentences:
· Simple sentence
· Compound sentence
· Complex sentence
· Complex-compound sentence
A sentence may consist of one clause (independent clause) or more clauses (independent and dependent clauses). An independent clause is also called a main clause. A dependent clause is also called a subordinate clause. On the basis of the number and type of clauses present in a sentence, sentences are divided into these four types.

Simple Sentence
A simple sentence consists of only one main or independent clause containing a subject and a verb and it expresses a complete thought. It does not have a dependent clause. An independent clause forms a simple sentence which has complete meaning on its own.
Examples:
             He laughed.
             She ate an apple.
             They are sleeping.
             I bought a book.
	The bus was late.
In most cases, the simple sentence is not only composed of the subject and the verb, it is generally composed of the subject and the predicate.

For example:
Zawadi is reading an interesting book.

In this example here, Zawadi is the subject and “is reading an interesting book” is the predicate. A predicate is the part of the sentence that contains the verbs and that says something about the subject. The predicate may consist of the verb, the object and the complement. As discussed in the previous lesson, a subject is the part of the sentence that performs the action or the part of the sentence that is being spoken about (especially in sentences that have static verbs). Below are more examples of simple sentences:

Subject				Predicate
Mary and Joseph			work at the university.
The lecturer				marked all the assignments.
The class representative		requested for a free lesson.
Corruption 				has crippled the development of the country.
She 					paid her bills.					

Compound Sentence
In the preceding section, we have discussed aspects of the simple sentence. We are now going to look at the compound sentence. A compound sentence consists of at least two independent clauses joined together by a coordinating conjunction. There is no dependent clause in a compound sentence. The coordinating conjunctions used to join the independent clauses are for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. Independent clauses can also be joined together by a semicolon (;). A comma may or may not be used before the conjunction in a compound sentence.
Examples
            He likes apples but his twin brother likes mangoes.
            They helped him and he settled down well.
            He failed three times yet he decided to try again.
He visited the farm; he was pleased by what he saw.
The fruits were expensive, so they bought only a few.

Note: If the subject of the two independent clauses within the sentence are the same, the second subject can be omitted. 
Examples:
	Mr. Kamau visited the national park but did not enjoy the experience.
	Muthoni entered the office and immediately announced her resignation.
	Petero kicked the window and ran away.
	She borrowed the book and read it overnight.
	He can cook the potatoes or order for a delivery.

Complex Sentence
A complex sentence consists of one independent clause and at least one dependent clause joined together by a subordinating conjunction (because, although, since, when, unless etc) or a relative pronoun (that, who, which etc). An independent clause is one that has meaning and can stand on its own as a complete sentence. On the other hand, a dependent clause does not have meaning on its own and therefore it cannot stand as a complete sentence. Look at the examples below. The dependent clauses have been italicized and the subordinating conjunction is in boldface.
Examples
            I met the boy who had helped me.
            She is wearing a shirt which looks nice.
            You cannot pass the examination unless you study for it.

If a complex sentence begins with an independent clause, a comma is not used between clauses. If a complex sentence begins with dependent clause, then a comma is used after the dependent clause. See the following examples:
           He is playing well although he is ill.
           Although he is ill, he is playing well.
          While she was running away, the books fell down.
          Though he is tall, he cannot run fast.
          She lost the money because she did not listen.

Note: In a complex sentence, the idea that is expressed in the independent clause is more significant than the one in the dependent clause. The dependent clause makes reference to the independent clause for meaning.

Complex-Compound Sentence   
A complex-compound sentence consists of at least two independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses. When writing the complex-compound sentence, we combine some aspects of the complex sentence and the compound sentence.  Complex-compound sentences are written in a variety of ways. They help to ensure that we do not use to many simple sentences especially when they have the same subject. Let us look at the examples below:
Examples
Despite her hard work, Mary did not do well in her exams because she was very forgetful.
Although he is a very brilliant man, he did not get the job because he was late in submitting his application.
Jack likes Chemistry but Faith enjoys Mathematics because she wants to be a statistician.
She is very good at singing, but when it comes to public speaking, she performs dismally because she is very shy.

Can you identify the independent and dependent clauses in these sentences? The dependent clauses have been highlighted in italics. Look at these sentences again and take note of the position of the subordinating conjunctions.



9.4 Types of Sentences according to Function
 
There are four kinds of sentences according to function. These sentences perform different types of functions or purposes. They are as follows:
· Assertive or Declarative Sentence
· Interrogative Sentence
· Imperative Sentence
· Exclamatory Sentence
 
Assertive or Declarative Sentence
A sentence that makes a statement or assertion is called an assertive or declarative sentence. This is a sentence that is used to state or affirm something. These are the most commonly used sentences. Also note that an assertive or declarative sentence ends with a period.
Examples
       The country is facing an economic crisis.
        He keeps his promises even when it hurts.
       The education system is going through a transformation.
       They are singing songs of praise.
       The students appreciated their lecturer’s efforts.
       
Interrogative Sentence
A sentence that asks a question is called an interrogative sentence. An interrogative sentence ends with a question mark. There are 3 main types of interrogative sentences:
· Polar or yes/no questions
These are questions that are answered by either yes or no. In most cases, they begin with the auxiliary verb as seen below.
Examples
	Should we book the train ticket today?
	Have you completed the assignment?
	Did you understand the lesson?
	Has she managed to secure a job at the NGO?
	Will she get married next year?

· Wh-questions
These are questions that begin with wh-words such as: when, where, what, why, who, whose, which, whom, how.
Examples
	Why did the students cheat in the exam?
	When is the country going to become a safe haven for all?
	What does she intend to do during her retirement?
	Where will they go for holiday this year?
	Whose award was it, the parents or the children?
	How will they finance their expensive lifestyle?
	Who is not going on for the picnic?
In some cases, the wh-word is part of a prepositional complement, therefore, it follows the preposition.
Examples
In whose car did the bride ride in?
To whom did you loan the money?

· Echo questions
Echo questions are questions that are written as statements but are spoken with a rising tone and end with a question mark.

Examples
	You are married?
	The train is already at the station?
	The choir members arrived late for the service?

Imperative Sentence
A sentence that expresses a request, command/order or advice is called an imperative sentence. An imperative sentence begins with an imperative verb.
Examples
       Open the door.   (a command)
       Help me.  (a request)
 Note: An imperative sentence can use two types of punctuation, depending on whether it is a piece of advice, command or a request. If it is a piece of advice or request, it will end with a full stop but when it is a command, it will end with an exclamation mark.
Examples
Send us your CV and application letter today.
Stop it!

Note: An imperative sentence may seem to have no subject but the subject is usually understood to be “you” as shown in these sentences.
	(You) send us your CV and application letter today.
	(You) stop it!

Exclamatory Sentence
A sentence that expresses strong feelings or emotions is called an exclamatory sentence. These sentences express surprise, joy, sorrow, appreciation, love excitement, frustration, anger, among others. Most exclamatory sentences begin with what and how but are not questions. An exclamatory sentence ends with exclamation mark.

Examples
       
       How nice of you to have shared your snacks!
      What a beautiful dress it is!
      What a beautiful university this is!
      That is fantastic!
      Hurrah! We won the match!
       
9.5 Personal Reflection

1. Explain the difference between a complex sentence and a complex-compound sentence.

2. Distinguish between the function of an assertive sentence and that of an exclamatory sentence.
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