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TYPES OF MEANING




TYPES OF MEANING
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DENOTATIVE/CONCEPTUAL MEANING

e Conceptual meaning is synonymous with primary, central, logical,
cognitive or denotative meaning of a word.

» The first ordinary meaning listed in dictionaries, which is not
affected by the context, or emotional overtones associated with
the act of communication.

* There is an assumed shared conceptual meaning of every word of
a language.

« Remember Naming as a scope of Semantics?




DENOTATIVE/ CONCEPTUAL MEANING

* There is a universal implication of the conceptual meaning.

* |t is possible to express the conceptual meaning of a word using
contrastive semantic features.

» Such features indicate the attributes present and those that are
absent.

* If a feature is present, it is specified as (+ ); if absent, it is ( - )

* These contrastive features specifying the attributes of the words
provide the necessary criteria for the correct use of words.




DENOTATIVE/CONCEPTUAL MEANING

.+ male - Male
+ adult + adult

This method is called componential analysis.
The feature specifications for the words man and woman are as shown in the table
above.
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DENOTATIVE MEANING

» The other principle that is based on structural semantics is the
view that larger linguistic units are built up out of smaller units

* (i.e, a sentence is made of constituents)

* In analyzing the sentence, we move from its immediate

constituents through a hierarchy of subdivision to its ultimate
constituents.

* This analysis can be represented in a tree diagram. (Provide a
diagram of the sentence ‘That man is a teacher’.



DENOTATIVE MEANING
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CONNOTATIVE MEANING

« Connotative meaning further can embrace assumed properties of
the referent.

 This is due to the viewpoints adopted by an individual or a group
of people or a whole society.

» For example, in the past, ‘woman’ : (frail, prone to tears,
cowardly, emotional, irrational, mconstant)

» Other positive qualities:gentle, compassionate, sensitive, hard-
working.

 What are the connotations you have heard about women? How
about men?




CONNOTATIVE MEANING

» Note that connotations vary from age to age and from society to
society.

* Like ‘non-trouser wearing must have been a definitive
connotation at a certain age, but now it is not relevant.

» Connotations are therefore unstable as compared to conceptual
meanings;

* They vary -culture to culture, historical period and individual
experiences

» |t is also indeterminate and open ended just as our knowledge and
beliefs about the universe are open ended: hence UNSTABLE



CONNOTATIONS FROM SKELL

adjectives with worman

Pregmnant vwormen who ar oregnmnant
|ikC‘|\J’ x > » are more likely
aged

vulnerable

religicous

inferior

young

beautiful

eqgqual

capable

susceptible

pPprone

attractive VO T » attractin
willing O Ty y willing

overweight

Source: i =

Skell.sketchengine.eu (Accessed on 16//04/2024)
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STYLISTIC (SOCIAL) MEANING

» Other features of language tell us something of the social relationship
between the speaker and the hearer.

« We have a scale of ‘status’ usage.

* For example, descending from formal and literary at one end to
colloquial, familiar and eventually slang English at the other end.

» Crystal and Davy in Leech (1985) have organized the following main
dimensions of stylistic variation:

Leech, Geoffrey. (1985). Semantics: The study of meaning. GB: Chaucer
Press. Pg. 27.




STYLISTIC (SOCIAL) MEANING

DIALECT

TIME

MEDIUM
PARTICIPATION
PROVINCE
STATUS
MODALITY
SINGULARITY

language of geographical or social class
language of 18t century, 19th,20th, 21st
speech and writing

monologue, dialogue.

language of law, of science, of advertising
polite, colloquial, slang

language of memoranda, lectures, jokes

(the language of Dickens, the language of
Shakespeare)




STYLISTIC (SOCIAL) MEANING- Formal vs
informal
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AFFECTIVE MEANING
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AFFECTIVE MEANING
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AFFECTIVE MEANING
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AFFECTIVE MEANING
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AFFECTIVE MEANING
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REFLECTED MEANING
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REFLECTED MEANING

* The case where reflected meaning intrudes through the sheer
strength of emotive suggestion can be illustrated by words which
have a taboo meaning.

e it is increasingly difficult to use terms like intercourse,
ejaculation, and erection in innocent senses without conjuring up
their sexual associations.

* This is known as taboo contamination- which has accounted in the
past dying out of the non-taboo sense of a word.

» See examples in concordance:




INtercourse s:s i per miion

Sexual intercourse burns approximately 150 calories per half hour.

They were having intercourse twenty hours too late!

Sexual intercourse is depicted through simple graphic outlines.

This condition may cause pain during sexual intercourse .

Men may find some sensitivity loss during intercourse .

The prevalence of sexual intercourse before marriage is clearly indicated.
The human reproductive system usually involves internal fertilization by sexual intercourse .
Sexual intercourse between the pair was strictly forbidden.

No evidence of recent sexual intercourse present.

Reference has been made above to unlawful sexual intercourse .

Your behavior is far from sexual intercourse .

This odour may be more prominent following sexual intercourse .

Source:
Skell.sketchengine.eu (Accessed on 16//04/2024)



erect = English

Word sketch Similar words

erect 16.43 hits per million

The current building was erected in 1816.

The new product storage building has steel being erected .

Their bearing is often erect and military.

Very black eyes dark complexion—thin and erect .

You should avoid erecting these fences beneath overhead power cables.
These dwellings were erected in 2 days.

A oschool building was erected in 1917.

A monument erected here commemeorates this event.

Streets were laid down and various wooden buildings were erected .
The factory erected in 1821 still stands.

The violence escalated and barricades were erected .

Sewven light standards were erected around the stadium.

The commemorative monuments are traditionally erected at collection points elsewhere.

The present school was erected in 1885.

Source:
Skell.sketchengine.eu (Accessed on 16//04/2024)



ejacu Iatel (22 | English

Word sketch Similar words

e_ja Ccul Iate 0.66 hits per million

I had not fully reached puberty yet and had never ejaculated .
The prostate gland contributes additional fluid to the ejaculate .
This could be generated unless approach is ejaculated .

He has an erection and ejaculates sperm.

Can a 5 year old boy ejaculate 7

It has been suggested that females receive benefit from the ejaculate .
The male must be able to produce and ejaculate functional sperm.

Your ejaculate is an index within which women maneuwver your manhood.
rMMedium term abstinence are optimal for the study of ejaculate .

After you have peaked sewveral timmes without ejaculating , stop.

This pounding makes the transsexual ejaculate all over herself.

PC exercises to increase the amount of ejaculate produced.

We were only ejaculated twice as | recall!

Source:
Skell.sketchengine.eu (Accessed on 16//04/2024)



REFLECTED MEANING

TR
7 7
7 Sl
o e
o
o
S 5
i ’
> i
%
~
e
e

N

“
(9))
1
(g))
(@)
—t

A ]
[ )

e

“
S

g
A e e
; o
! e
; 7
o O
7
o
7
7
o
A R
i
i
2
3
7
7
7
7
e B o
&
s
o
7
7
-

e

ok

g of erect will

‘to be straight’ .

and ‘straight’ which have

fer the same fate of taboo




count of the
environment.

S
A
e

o

> of nouns which they are likely




COLLOCATIVE MEANING

A

Kay; quiver with fear , is not okay




COLLOCATIONS
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put verb ~ <’ Show context

subject of put object of put phrasal phrasal with object
estimate estimates put the pressure  put pressure on aside put aside down  put down
someone someone put end put an end to the down put down aside put aside
God God put emphasis  put more emphasis off put off by on put it on
argument the arguments put forward money put money up put up with put out
proposal proposals put forward by effort effort put put away put up
government government put stop to put a stop to in have put in put away
people people put strain put a strain on put on . in put it in
man men put thing put things out put out off put off

i put lot put a lot of through put through through put me through

company company put people put people across  to put across over put it over
guy guys put plan plans were put upon put upan across  put it across
doctor doctor put ball put the ball over to put over around put around the

shot in the shot put everything put everything around to put around upon

Source:
Skell.sketchengine.eu (Accessed on 16//04/2024)
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ASSOCIATIVE MEANING: A SUMMARY TERM

» Reflective, collocative, affective, and social meanings are
common due to the connotative sense as opposed to the
conceptual sense.

* They all have the same open-ended, variable character, and lend
themselves to analysis in terms of scales and ranges, rather than
in discrete either-this-or- that terms.

* They can all be brought together under the heading of
ASSOCIATIVE MEANING.




THEMATIC MEANING
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THEMATIC MEANING
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ummary

1. CONCEPTUMAL ME.aMNIMNG Logical, cognitive, Or
or Sense denotative content.

P NNOT ATIWE

W hat is communcated by
ME .M NI MG

wirtuwe of what languapge
refers to.

What is communiscaied of
the social circumstances o
lanpuag:s use.
AFFECTIWVE W hat is communicated of
ASSOCLATIWE M E A TN LT G the feelings and attitudes
BE ES A BN T G of the speaker /writer.

REFLECTED WAt

oM e A texd
M E MM LN G

through association with
another sense of the same
EMreSSIiOr .

COL O s TIW E

Wihat is communicabed
PLE A& NN GG

through association with
words which ternd o occur
in the enwiromnmerst of
another word .

T - THEMATIC MEAMNMIMG

W hat is communiicated by
the waw in which the
messa e 1s organized in
rerms Oof order and
emphasis.

Leech, Geoffrey. (1985). Semantics: The study of
meaning. GB: Chaucer Press.
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