Lecture Notes
Communication Research
Week 5
Justification, significance and scope of the study
5.1 Topic Introduction
In this lesson, we shall focus on three elements of the research process. These are the justification of the study, the significance of the study and the scope of the study. In our previous lesson, we discussed the research objectives, questions and hypotheses. All these are significant sections of the research proposal and help to explain the nature of the research study being carried out. 
5.2 Intended Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:
1. Define the justification, significance and scope of the study.
2. Discuss the importance of the justification, significance and scope of the study in a research study.
3. Identify key elements that should be included in these sections.
5.3 Justification of the Study
The justification of the study is also known as the or rationale of the study and it provides  the justification for undertaking a given research study. It is basically an explanation that seeks to rationalise the need for the study. In the research proposal, the justification of the study is usually followed by the study objectives, the research questions and/or the hypotheses. The justification of the study is based on information from the literature review which helps to identify gaps in the current body of knowledge and to ensure that you avoid duplicating what has already been done. Including a well-articulated justification of the study can strengthen the overall impact of the research, making it clear why the work matters to both academic and non-academic audiences.

Therefore, the justification of the study should include the following: 
· Gaps in the existing body of knowledge based on current literature
· Inconclusive or controversial findings from previous studies
· The need to build on previous research findings for the purpose of updating the body of knowledge
5.4 Components of Justification
· Contextual Background
· Discuss the background of the research area.
· Review relevant literature and previous studies.
· Contribution to Knowledge: It explains how the study adds to existing knowledge in the field, addressing gaps in research or providing new insights.
· Practical Applications: It outlines how the findings can be applied in real-world settings, impacting policies, practices, or future research.
· Social Impact: It discusses the broader implications of the study for society, such as influencing public opinion, addressing social issues, or improving quality of life.
· Theoretical Implications: It connects the findings to theoretical frameworks, contributing to the development of theories or models in the discipline.
· Future Research Directions: It suggests areas for further investigation, encouraging ongoing exploration of the topic.
· Relevance: It highlights the importance of the research in contemporary contexts, such as its relevance to current issues or trends.
5.5 Significance of the Study
The significance of the study explains the importance and relevance of the study to other scholars and to other stakeholders who may be interested in your study’s findngs. When writing the significance of the study, it is important to identify the research problem, explain why it is significant, provide evidence of its importance from already existing literature and outline its potential significance on future research, practice or policy. Basically, the significance of the study should communicate the value of the research and show why it is important.
5.6 The significance of the study seeks to answer the following questions: 
· How will this research study advance scientific knowledge in this discipline and have an impact in the society?
· What is the purpose of the research?
· Why do the findings of the research matter? Why are they important?
· Who will benefit or be affected by the findings of this study?
· What contribution does my research make to knowledge in my field of study?
When writing the significance of the study, consider the following:
· Theoretical significance: Explain how the study will contribute to the existing body of knowledge. This may include challenging or expanding the use of existing theories.
· Practical significance: Discuss the potential real-life application of the findings of your research and how your study can inform social change, policy making and decision making at various levels of society, industry or government.
· Methodological significance: Discuss how the methodology used may contribute to knowledge especially if it is a new methodological approach that is being used.
· Potential for future research: Explain how your research wil lead to further research in your area of study.
5.7 The difference between the Justification of the Study and the Significance of the Study
There is a clear distinction between the justification of the study and significance of the study although some students may find it difficult to tell the difference.
The justification of the study shows the reason why a particular research work should be carried out. What was the research problem identified that made requires the study to be carried out? The reason for the methodology may also be explained here. The significance of the study is about the research findings and the significance of these findings to other researchers and stakeholders.

5.8 The Scope of the Study
The scope of the study refers to the parameters or boundaries set by the researcher to outline the specific aspects of the study that will be covered. This includes the research objectives, the population being studied, the variables, and the timeframe of the research. The scope of a study explains the extent to which the research area will be explored in the research study and specifies the parameters within which the study will be operating. Basically, this means that the researcher will be required to define what the study is going to cover and the boundaries within which it is going to do this. Similarly, you also have to define what the study is not going to cover. The scope of the study refers to the boundaries within which your research will be carried out. To define the scope of the study is to define all aspects that will be considered in your research project. It is also just as important to make clear what aspects will not be covered, that is, to specify what is outside of the scope of the study.  
5.9 Components of the Scope of the Study
1. When designing the scope of your study, the following components should be considered:
· Content Scope: What topics or concepts will be included or excluded?
· Geographical Scope: What geographical areas will the study focus on? Are there limitations?
· Temporal Scope: What is the time period of the study? Are you looking at past data, present situations, or future projections?
· Population Scope: What demographic or group will be studied? Are there any limitations in terms of age, gender, or other characteristics?
· Theoretical scope: What theories or models will be used in your research study?
2. Importance of Defining Scope
· Clarity: A well-defined scope helps clarify the focus of the study and informs readers about what to expect.
· Feasibility: It ensures that the research is manageable within the constraints of time and resources.
· Avoiding Ambiguity: It minimizes the risk of misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the study’s objectives and findings.
5.10 Importance of the Scope of the Study
· The scope of the study is always considered and agreed upon in the early stages of the project, before any data collection or experimental work has started. This is important because it focuses the work of the proposed study down to what is practically achievable within a given timeframe. A well-defined research or study scope enables a researcher to give clarity to the study outcomes that are to be investigated. It makes clear why specific data points have been collected while others have been excluded. Without this, it is difficult to define an endpoint for a research project since no limits have been defined on the work that could take place. Similarly, it can also make the approach to answering a research question too open ended.
· The scope of the study basically defines clearly the extent of content that will be covered by the means of the research in order to come to more logical conclusions and give conclusive and satisfactory answers to the research. A thorough understanding of the field of the study is very important so as to know specifically what the requirements from the research are. It is imperative for the writer/researcher to have unquestionable research and writing skills. In order to acquire a high level of research and writing capability, to begin with, the researcher should seek the advice of the experts and thoroughly read papers written by other researchers.
5.11 How to Write the Scope of the Study
· Be Specific: Use clear and precise language and provide specific details to define what will be included in your study.
· Discuss each component of the scope clearly: Break down the scope into clear and definite points for better readability and understanding.
· Avoid Jargon: Ensure that your language is accessible to your intended audience.
· Avoid being general: Ensure that you provide specific details about your study.
Examples of Scope of the Study
Example 1: This study will focus on the effects of social media on the academic performance of university students in Kiambu County, Kenya between 2022 to 2024.
Example 2: The research will examine the effects of work-life balance on the completion rate of PhD students in St. Paul’s University, specifically focusing on 2023 and 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc132498414]5.12 Limitations of the Study
Along with the scope of the study, another important section of the research paper id the limitations of the study. The limitations of a study are defined as any characteristics, traits, actions, or influences that could impact the research process, and therefore its findings. Types of limitations can differ significantly, ranging from internal aspects, such as flaws in design and methodology, to external influences that a researcher was unable to control. The limitations of the study are those characteristics of design or methodology that may impact or influence the interpretation of the findings of your research. Remember that while the scope of the study is defined by the researcher, the limitations of the study are influences that the researcher cannot control. They are the shortcomings, conditions or influences that cannot be controlled by the researcher that place restrictions on your methods and conclusions. Any limitations that might influence the results should be mentioned. A researcher might consider limitations affecting the instruments utilized, the sample and analysis, the nature of self-reporting, time constraints, and limitations to the generalizability of the findings. 
It is necessary to discuss one’s study limitations because it presents an understanding of the conditions of the study and challenges that the researcher may encounter.  For every limitation identified, the researcher should also discuss how he/she will navigate around it by stating the delimitations of the limitations identified. For example, if the limitation identified has to do with sampling, one may want to consider the sampling technique being used or the sample size in question.
5.13 Summary
In this lesson, we have discussed the following:
1. Definition of the justification, significance and scope of the study.
2. The importance of the justification, significance and scope of the study in a research study.
3. Identified key elements that should be included in the justification, significance and scope of the study.
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