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Introduction to News Writing 

and Reporting

Attribution and Sourcing – 

Credibility, Verification, Transparency

Lecturer: Baya, Trevor.

Lecture 8

Figure 1: “Woman at a computer desk thinking — 
illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 

2025.
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What You'll Master Today

By the end of this lecture, you'll understand the critical role of attribution and sourcing in credible journalism.

01

Define Attribution & Sourcing

Understand their role in credible reporting and differentiate between 

primary, secondary, and anonymous sources.

02

Evaluate & Verify

Assess source credibility, apply verification techniques, and practice 

fact-checking to prevent misinformation.

03

Apply Ethical Standards

Demonstrate transparency, analyze ethical considerations, avoid 

plagiarism, and understand legal implications.

04

Build Professional Practice

Integrate ethical principles, maintain accurate documentation, and 

summarize best practices to build audience trust.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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The Foundation: Attribution and 

Sourcing

Sourcing

The systematic process of identifying, 

consulting, and relying on individuals, 

organizations, documents, or 

materials to obtain information for a 

news story.

Attribution

The practice of clearly indicating the 

origin of information, statements, or 

claims within a story through direct 

quotes, paraphrasing, or document 

references.

Together, sourcing and attribution distinguish factual, verified reporting from rumor, 

hearsay, or unsubstantiated opinion. They are the bedrock of journalistic integrity.

Fig. 2: “Interview over-the-shoulder shot — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025
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Why Attribution and Sourcing Matter

Credibility & Trust

Stories backed by credible sources carry 

more weight and authority, allowing 

readers to gauge information reliability.

Transparency & Accountability

Clear attribution informs audiences how 

information was obtained, making the 

reporting process transparent and 

holding journalists accountable.

Ethical Practice

Proper sourcing respects intellectual 

property, prevents plagiarism, and 

ensures ethical reporting standards are 

met.

Accuracy & Verification

Cross-checking facts with multiple sources reduces errors and 

prevents dissemination of false information.

Legal Protection

Proper attribution helps mitigate risks of defamation, libel, or legal 

challenges by showing information came from verified sources.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


preencoded.png

Core Principles of Sourcing

Credibility

Evaluate sources for reliability, expertise, and impartiality. 

Trustworthiness is key in deciding whose information to include.

Verification

Cross-check information with multiple independent sources to 

confirm accuracy before publication.

Transparency

Clearly explain where information comes from, whether it's a direct 

quote, paraphrased statement, or document.

Ethical Responsibility

Use sources responsibly, respect confidentiality, and disclose 

potential conflicts of interest or bias.

Fig. 3: “Woman conducting research at a computer desk 
with notes — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Understanding Sources

A source is any individual, organization, document, or entity that provides information for a news story. Sources are the foundation of news 

gathering, supplying the raw facts, statements, or insights that journalists analyze, verify, and report.

1

Primary Sources

Direct witnesses or participants who 

provide first-hand information.

• Eyewitnesses at an event

• Interviews with experts

• Official statements

• Firsthand observations

2

Secondary Sources

Individuals or documents that provide 

information based on primary sources.

• News reports

• Research papers

• Summaries or commentaries

3

Anonymous Sources

Sources who provide information without 

revealing their identity.

• Used when source may face risk or 

retaliation

• Requires careful verification and 

justification

• Must meet ethical standards

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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What Makes a Source Credible?

Expertise

The source has knowledge or experience relevant to the topic.

Reliability

Past behavior indicates honesty, accuracy, and consistency.

Impartiality

The source provides information without undue bias or personal agenda.

Accessibility for Verification

Information can be cross-checked or corroborated with other sources or 

documentation. Fig. 4: “Close-up of a woman’s face — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Types of Attribution

Attribution comes in different forms, each serving a specific purpose in establishing credibility, clarity, and transparency.

1Direct Attribution

Using the exact words of the source, enclosed in quotation marks. 

Essential for sensitive statements or controversial claims.

Example: The mayor said, "The new policy will improve public 

transportation."

2 Indirect Attribution

Paraphrasing or summarizing the source's statements while 

maintaining the meaning.

Example: The mayor announced plans to improve public transportation.
3Anonymous Attribution

Information attributed to a source whose identity is withheld due to 

safety or confidentiality concerns.

Example: A government official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 

confirmed the policy change.

4 On-the-Record

The source's name and title are provided; statements can be freely 

quoted and attributed.

5Off-the-Record

Information provided with the understanding that it cannot be published 

or attributed. Useful for background understanding only.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Best Practices for Journalists

Verify Credibility

Check the source's background, qualifications, and previous 

statements before publication.

Use Multiple Sources

Corroborate important information with independent sources to 

enhance reliability and confidence.

Maintain Records

Keep organized documentation of all source information, 

including notes, interviews, and documents for accountability.

Attribute Clearly

Specify the source's identity or role in the story, ensuring 

transparency and reader trust.

Handle Anonymity Ethically

Use anonymous sources only when justified and after rigorous 

verification, ensuring legitimate reasons for anonymity.

Avoid Plagiarism

Properly attribute all quotes, paraphrases, and ideas that are not 

common knowledge.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Building Trust Through Professional Practice

Attribution and sourcing are vital for credible, accurate, and ethical journalism. They ensure that information is 

traceable, verifiable, and trustworthy, protecting both the journalist and the audience.

Mastery of sourcing and attribution practices strengthens professional integrity, enhances transparency, 

and fosters public trust, making them indispensable tools in effective reporting.

Credibility

Build reader trust through reliable, verified sources

Transparency

Show how information was obtained and verified

Accountability

Create traceable records for editorial and legal scrutiny

Ethics

Uphold professional standards and respect source confidentiality

Fig. 5: “Note-taking and research with pink light flare 
overlay — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Verification of Information

Verification is the process of confirming the accuracy, authenticity, and reliability of 

information before publication. In journalism, verification ensures that news stories 

are factual, credible, and trustworthy, protecting both the journalist and the 

audience from misinformation.

It involves checking the validity of facts, statements, and claims using multiple 

methods and sources throughout the entire news gathering, writing, and editing 

process.

Fig. 5: “Note-taking and research with pink light flare 
overlay — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Why Verification Matters

Accuracy

Prevents the spread of false or misleading information to the public.

Credibility

Builds trust with readers by ensuring information is factual and 

well-supported.

Ethical Responsibility

Upholds professional standards and accountability in journalism.

Legal Protection

Reduces the risk of defamation, libel, or other legal challenges.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Verification Techniques

01

Cross-Check Sources

Confirm information using multiple independent and reliable sources.

02

Consult Official Records

Use documents, reports, and public records to substantiate claims.

03

Interview Experts

Seek clarification and interpretation from knowledgeable professionals.

04

Look for Corroboration

Find consistency among different sources or pieces of evidence.

05

Direct Observation

Verify facts through first-hand reporting whenever possible.

Verifying Different Types

• Facts: Confirm dates, figures, names, and locations through official records

• Quotes: Ensure statements are accurate, in context, and attributed correctly

• Images: Verify authenticity, source, and context of multimedia

• Online Info: Evaluate credibility of digital sources

Citation: Fig. 6: “Interview scene with journalist and 
source — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Verification Challenges

Time Pressure

Breaking news often requires rapid reporting, making thorough verification more difficult while 

maintaining accuracy standards.

Conflicting Sources

Different sources may provide contradictory information that must be carefully reconciled before 

publication.

Anonymous Sources

Extra care is needed to verify information without exposing the source's identity or compromising their 

safety.

Digital Misinformation

Social media and online platforms can spread false information quickly, requiring extra vigilance.

Best Practice: Maintain records of verification steps for accountability and transparency. Be 

transparent with readers if certain information cannot be fully verified.

Fig. 7: “Journalist editing with headphones — 
illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 

2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Transparency in Sourcing

What Is Transparency?

Transparency in sourcing refers to openly communicating to readers where information originates, how it 

was obtained, and under what conditions it is reported.

It involves providing clear, accurate, and sufficient information about sources used in a news story, 

disclosing their identity, roles, and relevant context.

Builds Credibility

Readers are more likely to trust stories that clearly indicate where information comes from.

Ensures Accountability

Allows readers, editors, and authorities to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of 

information.

Enhances Understanding

Helps the audience differentiate between facts, opinions, and unverified information.

Fig. 8: “People walking toward a glass building in a cityscape — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Elements of Transparent Sourcing

Source Identification

Provide the name, role, or title of the source when possible.

Contextual Information

Explain the circumstances under which the information was obtained.

Limitations

Disclose uncertainties, incomplete data, or reliance on anonymous sources.

Verification Status

Indicate whether information has been confirmed or remains under investigation.

Techniques for Achieving Transparency

• Attribute all information clearly using direct, indirect, or background attribution

• Avoid withholding critical information about sources unless ethically justified

• Explain the rationale for using anonymous sources to maintain reader trust

• Be consistent in how sources are described and cited throughout the story

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Use of Anonymous Sources

Anonymous sources are individuals who provide information to journalists without 

revealing their identities. While such sources can offer valuable insights, their use 

requires careful ethical consideration, rigorous verification, and transparency to 

maintain credibility.

When to Use Anonymous 

Sources

• Whistleblowers exposing 

corruption, fraud, or misconduct

• Government insiders revealing 

sensitive policy details

• Vulnerable individuals who 

cannot safely be identified

Why Anonymity Matters

Provides access to critical information 

that might otherwise remain 

undisclosed, enabling reporting on 

sensitive issues where sources could 

face retaliation, legal consequences, 

or personal harm.

Fig. 9: “Anonymous source in shadow — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Anonymous Sources: Best Practices

Use Sparingly

Only use anonymous sources when absolutely necessary and justified.

Verify Independently

Always corroborate information with multiple sources and cross-check facts.

Provide Context

Explain to readers the reason for anonymity and why it was granted.

Maintain Records

Keep detailed communications to ensure accountability and protection.

Combine Sources

Use anonymous sources alongside on-the-record sources whenever possible.

Critical Consideration: Over-reliance on anonymous sources can undermine credibility if readers cannot independently assess the reliability of the 

information. Balance source protection with transparency.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Documentation and Record-Keeping

Documentation and record-keeping are critical practices in journalism that ensure accuracy, accountability, and 

transparency. Maintaining organized records of sources, interviews, and research materials supports verification and 

protects both journalists and news organizations.

Documentation refers to collecting and preserving written, audio, video, or digital records of information obtained during 

reporting, while record-keeping involves systematically organizing these materials for easy retrieval and reference.

Interview Notes

Written or digital notes from conversations with sources

Recordings

Audio or video recordings of interviews and events

Documents

Official records, research papers, and supporting materials

Correspondence

Email or messaging exchanges with sources

Observation Logs

Notes from firsthand observations of events

Fig. 10: “People reviewing multiple documents and 
records — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 202

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Avoiding Plagiarism

Avoiding plagiarism is a fundamental principle in journalism. Plagiarism occurs when a journalist presents another person's words, ideas, or work as their own without 

proper attribution. Maintaining originality and giving credit to sources is essential for ethical, credible, and professional reporting.

1

Direct Plagiarism

Copying text verbatim without quotation marks or attribution

2

Paraphrasing Plagiarism

Rewriting someone else's ideas without proper credit

3

Self-Plagiarism

Reusing one's own previously published work without 

acknowledgment

4

Mosaic Plagiarism

Combining phrases from multiple sources without attribution

Best Practices to Avoid Plagiarism

• Proper Attribution: Always cite sources when quoting or paraphrasing

• Use Quotation Marks: Enclose direct quotes to indicate borrowed words

• Paraphrase Carefully: Ensure original structure while crediting the source

• Document Sources: Keep detailed records of all materials used

• Verify Originality: Cross-check content to avoid unintentional replication

• Understand Copyright: Know legal frameworks governing intellectual property

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Fact-Checking and Corroboration

Essential Processes for Accurate Journalism

Fact-checking and corroboration are critical processes in journalism that ensure 

accuracy, credibility, and reliability of news content. They involve verifying 

information from multiple sources and cross-referencing facts to prevent the 

dissemination of false or misleading information.

Fig. 11: “Woman fact-checking notes — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Understanding the Core Concepts

Fact-Checking

The process of verifying the accuracy of factual statements, dates, 

figures, names, quotes, and claims. This fundamental practice 

ensures every piece of information published meets rigorous 

standards of accuracy.

Corroboration

Confirming information by comparing it with multiple independent 

sources to ensure consistency and reliability. This cross-referencing 

builds a stronger foundation for credible reporting.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Why Fact-Checking Matters

Accuracy

Prevents errors, misinformation, and misreporting that can 

damage public understanding.

Credibility

Strengthens the trust of readers and audiences in the journalist 

and news organization.

Ethical Responsibility

Upholds journalistic standards of honesty, integrity, and 

accountability.

Legal Protection

Reduces risk of defamation, libel, or other legal challenges by 

ensuring statements are supported by verified facts.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Verification Techniques and Methods

01

Verify Official Records

Cross-check names, dates, statistics, and locations with official records or documents to ensure 

foundational accuracy.

02

Confirm Original Sources

Cross-check quotes with the original source or recording to ensure accuracy and proper context.

03

Examine Digital Content

Review social media posts and online publications for authenticity and context in the digital landscape.

04

Consult Experts

Engage specialized sources to confirm technical or specialized information requiring domain expertise.

Fig. 12: “Woman in a room with multiple screens — 
illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 

2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


preencoded.png

Corroboration Methods

1

Multiple Independent Sources

Verify critical facts using more than one independent and reliable 

source to build a comprehensive picture.

2

Documentary Evidence

Use official documents, reports, or records to support claims with 

tangible proof.

3

Eyewitness Confirmation

Cross-reference accounts from direct witnesses or participants 

who experienced events firsthand.

4

Historical Data

Compare with past records or reputable datasets to establish 

patterns and verify consistency.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Navigating Challenges

Journalists face numerous obstacles when fact-checking and corroborating information. Understanding these challenges is essential for 

maintaining accuracy under pressure.

Time Pressure

Breaking news may limit the opportunity for thorough 

verification, requiring rapid yet accurate decision-making.

Conflicting Information

Different sources may provide contradictory accounts, 

requiring careful evaluation and judgment.

Anonymous Sources

Extra caution is needed to verify information without exposing 

the source's identity.

Digital Misinformation

Rapid spread of unverified online content increases the risk of 

errors and false reporting.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Ethical Considerations in Sourcing

Ethical sourcing is a fundamental aspect of responsible journalism. It ensures that journalists respect their sources, maintain integrity, and uphold 

public trust while producing accurate and reliable news. This practice balances the journalist's obligation to inform the public with the responsibility to 

protect sources and avoid harm.

Honesty

Present information accurately without distortion or manipulation.

Transparency

Disclose sources, methods, and limitations when appropriate.

Confidentiality

Protect the identity of sources who require anonymity.

Fairness

Avoid bias and ensure sources are treated respectfully.

Fig. 13: “Two people facing each other in an interview 
setting — illustration,” Gamma.app, Gamma 

Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.
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Legal Implications and Protection

Understanding potential legal risks helps journalists report responsibly while protecting themselves and their news organizations from litigation. 

Legal awareness ensures compliance with laws while upholding ethical standards.

Common Legal Concerns

• Defamation and Libel: Publishing false statements that harm a person's 

reputation

• Breach of Confidentiality: Disclosing information from confidential sources 

without consent

• Copyright Violations: Using content without permission or attribution

• Invasion of Privacy: Improper reporting on private individuals or sensitive 

information

• Contempt of Court: Violating court orders or legal restrictions

Key Protection

Proper attribution and verification are your 

strongest defenses against legal 

challenges. Document everything.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Best Practices for Excellence

Verify Everything

Always fact-check critical information before publication using 

multiple sources.

Document Thoroughly

Maintain records of verification steps for transparency and 

accountability.

Be Transparent

Clearly note limitations when information cannot be fully verified.

Systematic Approach

Develop consistent procedures for fact-checking in routine reporting.

Fig. 11: “Woman fact-checking notes — illustration,” 
Gamma.app, Gamma Technologies, 6 Sept. 2025.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Building Trust Through Integrity

Fact-checking, corroboration, and ethical sourcing are essential for producing accurate, credible, and responsible journalism. By verifying 

information and confirming it through multiple sources, journalists maintain ethical standards, protect their credibility, and prevent the 

dissemination of misinformation.

3
Core Pillars

Accuracy, credibility, and ethical responsibility 

form the foundation of trusted journalism.

100%
Verification Standard

Every fact, quote, and claim must be verified 

before publication to maintain integrity.

1
Ultimate Goal

Upholding trust between journalists, news 

organizations, and the public.

These practices are vital for upholding trust and ensuring journalism serves the public interest with accuracy, transparency, and accountability. 

Legal compliance and ethical awareness work together to strengthen the credibility and professionalism of reporting.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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