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	Name: Jargalan Burentogtokh
	Affiliated University: National University of Mongolia
	Course Name: Great Civilizations of the Ancient World
	Number of Lectures: 12
	Course Language: English
	Keyword: Social and Cultural Theories, Archaeological research, Anthropological interpretation
	Course Description 100 200 words: This course will examine and analyze different cultural and social processes from the past that contributed to the emergence of some of the well-known civilizations. The main part of the course is the fact that such examinations and analyses will be conducted based on the material evidence recovered through archaeological survey and excavation. Main emphasis is placed on how scientists develop answers to some of the core questions related to human past and understand different phenomena such as warfare, cultural contact, migration, etc. The course will cover the techniques and approaches implemented by archaeologists and anthropologists to produce such explanations and interpretations.    
	Course Goals and Objectives Approximately 100 words: By traveling through time and space, this course will not only cover major archaeological sites and artifacts from early civilizations but will also teach students the entire process of turning the archaeological record into explanations that would guide us to better understanding of human past. Such process would include developing a research design, strategies of recovering material evidence, analyses of archaeological record, and producing an interpretation related to research question. We will cover many questions central to anthropological theories, including origins and falls of ancient civilizations, cultural contact, migration, development of complex societies, etc.    
	Textbook: - World prehistory and archaeology: pathways through time (5th edition), Michael Chazan, Routledge, 2021.- Archaeology: theories, methods, and practice (8th edition), Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn, Thames and Hudson, 2020. 
	The format  Title AuthorEditor Publisher Year of PublicationReferences: 1. Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn. Archaeology: theories, methods, and practice. 7th edition. Thames and Hudson. 20162. Michael Chazan. World prehistory and archaeology: pathways through time. Pearson Publishing. 20113. John Whittaker. Flintknapping: making and understanding stone tools. University of Texas Press. 20104. Stan Hendrickx. The emergence of the Egyptian state. https://doi.org/10.1017/CHO9781139017831.0185. Bob Brier. How to build a pyramid. Archaeology (2007), Vol. 60: 1-6.6. Cheryl Ward. Boat-building and its social context in early Egypt: interpretations from the First Dynasty boat-grave cemetery at Abydos. Antiquity (2006): 118-129.7. Parker Pearson et al. Who was buried at Stonehenge? Antiquity (2009): 23-39.  8. William Honeychurch and Chunag Amartuvshin. Hinterlands, urban centers, and mobile settings: the ‘new’ old wprld archaeology from the Eurasian steppe. Asian Perspective (2007), Vol. 46: 36-64.9. William Honeychurch. The nomad as state builder: historical theory and material evidence from Mongolia. Journal of World Prehistory (2013), 26: 283-321.10. Carla Sinopoli. Approaches to archaeological ceramics. Springer. 1991.11. Jon Erlandson and Todd Braje. Stemmed points, the coastal migration theory, and the peopling of the Americas. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-15138-0_512. Richard Burger. Chavin and the origins of the Andean civilization. Thames and Hudson. 1995 13. Cathy Costin. Cloth production and gender relations in the Inka empire. 2002 14. Joao Zilhao. Early prehistoric navigation in the western Mediterranean: implications for the Neolithic transition in Iberia and the Maghreb. Eurasian Prehistory (2014), 11:185-200. 15. Mehmet Ozdogan. Anatolia and the Balkans: archaeology. 2014   16. Ash Ozyar. Phoenicians and Greeks in Cilicia? Coining elite identity in Iron age Anatolia. 2016.17. Zralka et al. 2011. In the path of the Maize God: a royal tomb at Nakum, Peten, Guatemala. Antiquity, 85: 890-908. 18. Naomi Miller. The analysis of archaeological plant remains. 1997. 19. Richard Redding. 2002. The study of human subsistence behavior using faunal evidence from archaeological sites. 20. Kent Flannery. 1999. Process and agency in early state formation. Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 9: 3-21.  21. Anne Underhill. 1997. Ancient craft specialization during the Longshan period of China. 22. Charles Maisels. 2001. Early civilizations of the Old world. Routledge, New York. 23. Scott Johnson. 2017. Why did ancient civilizations fail? Routledge, New York. 24. Brian Fagan. 2008. Climate change and the rise and fall of civilizations. Bloomsbury Press, New York. 25. Jospeh Tainter. 1988. The collapse of complex societies. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
	The format  Title AuthorEditor Publisher Year of PublicationCourse Requirements and Grades: Attendance and participation - 30%Homework - 20%Mid-term paper - 25%Final paper - 25%Total - 100%
	Main ContentWeek 1: Archaeology as a science: Introduction to the course, introduction to the multi-disciplinary nature of archaeology, the history of archaeological science and its significance   
	Main ContentWeek 2: Origins of modern human: Today we have an opportunity to understand and explain where, when, and how modern human had originated. This was made possible by collaboration of archaeologists and bioanthropologists. This lecture covers also the origins of culture and our relationship with closest relative – the Neanderthals.       
	Main ContentWeek 3: Populating the Earth – early human migrations: The Earth was populated by modern human at different rate and different time. The collaboration between archaeologists and microbiologists provide us with insights into when, why, and how early migrations took place. 
	Main ContentWeek 4: Early domestication and first steps towards settled life: This lecture covers evidence through which archaeologists determined when, where, and most importantly, why first settlements emerged. This gradual change was followed by first steps of plant and animal domestication, causes of which are another independent issue of human prehistory. 
	Main ContentWeek 5: Social complexity and emergence of states: This lecture will follow the path of social and cultural changes in the Middle East: from the earliest forms of social organization to the rise of early states and empires. 
	Main ContentWeek 6: Pre-Dynastic and Dynastic Egypt: This class will examine how, where, and when communities along the Nile River come to establish one of the best know civilizations of the ancient world and its magnificent architecture. Emphasis will be placed on the construction of pyramids and ancient Egyptian writing system – the hieroglyphs.  
	Main ContentWeek 7: Early complex societies in Europe: We will examine the material evidence used to recover the path of development of earliest complex societies in Europe that built some of the well-known large-scale monuments in prehistory. Emphasis will be placed on the construction and use of Stonehenge. We will also discuss some of the famous discoveries such as the Otzi man, the bog bodies, and megalithic monuments of Western Europe. 
	Main ContentWeek 8: Early civilizations of Mesoamerica: Central America, or otherwise known as Mesoamerica, is well known for its early complex societies and related archaeological sites. These include Olmec as well as and Mayan polities that spread throughout the lowlands of Central America. We will study the history of archaeological research in this part of the world and how we’ve become to better understand early societies based on archaeological evidence. 
	Main ContentWeek 9: Ancient civilizations in the Mediterranean region: Archaeology has taught us that several complex societies were simultaneously present in the Mediterranean region prior to the Classical Period of ancient Greece and Rome. We will go over the way archaeologists approach the studies of such cultures and periods and how they create such knowledge.  
	Main ContentWeek 10: Early civilizations of the Andean world: Archaeological research in South America during the last century has produced significant evidence in writing the narratives of social and cultural changes among Andean communities. In this way archaeologists can define the causes and factors that led to the emergence of early regional polities and the well-known Inca empire.   
	Main ContentWeek 11: Complex societies in early China: Early cultures of China are known for many contributions of human prehistory. Through this lecture and seminar we will discuss where some of the prehistoric and historic states have originated from or what was their evolutionary path to social complexity.   
	Main ContentWeek 12: Collapse of civilizations: The rise and fall of civilization is a common phenomenon of early societies. Archaeology offers an insight into what were some of the common causes of system collapse.  
	Main ContentWeek 13: 
	Main ContentWeek 14: 
	Main ContentWeek 15: 
	Main ContentWeek 16: 
	Course Date: 2022-03-14
	Course Date_1: 2022-06-13


